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Your Rights and Duties as a Tenant

Know Your Rights

This brochure will assist you in knowing and understanding your
rights as a tenant. The information provided is intended as a guide to
help you handle the kinds of problems that might arise between you
and your landlord. Awareness and understanding of your rights as a
tenant are important tools you can use when working out differences
with a landlord.

Never let your landlord scare you into thinking that he or she knows
all of the laws – and that as a tenant you must do whatever the 
landlord requires of you. In fact, you might think that your landlord
has all of the rights and you have none. Wrong! You have rights too
and if you know what they are, you can protect yourself. This
brochure is a general description of your rights as a tenant. There
also may be other courses of action you can take – you may want to
contact an attorney to determine what they are.

Government Subsidized Housing Programs

Those who rent through the Section 8 program, or who live in other
government subsidized housing, have all of the same rights as other
tenants. In fact, you have additional rights and protections under
Federal law. Please contact an attorney to help determine how to
make use of your rights.
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If you have questions that are not answered by reading this
brochure, you may want to talk with someone who can provide you
with more information. For legal assistance or to ask questions
about this brochure, call Legal Aid Line of Western Ohio at 
1-888-534-1432 if you live outside Lucas County, or 419-724-0460
if you live within Lucas County. Legal Aid Line is a service of
Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE) and Legal Aid of
Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO).

Words You Should Know

These are words commonly used in rental and lease agreements.

Eviction Notice – (also called a “Notice to Leave the Premises”) a
notice from the landlord demanding that the tenant move out for a
specific reason, such as non-payment of rent or breaking the rules of
the lease.

Grace Period – a short period of time after the rent is due when the
tenant may pay rent without penalty. Example: If rent is due on the
1st of each month, but the lease states the tenant is not late until the
4th of the month, the “grace period” is from the 1st through the 4th,
or 3 days.

House Rules – specific rules required by the landlord. These are in
addition to normal or common terms of the lease.

Lease – normally a written legal agreement between the landlord
and tenant that states specific terms of the agreement, such as date,
rental period, monthly rent, date due, name and address of 
landlord, rules for use of the residence and so forth. However, 
sometimes a valid lease may be a spoken agreement. This type of
lease is sometimes called an oral lease.
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Lessee – the person renting the apartment from the landlord. Also
referred to as the tenant.

Lessor – the manager or owner of the rental unit. Also referred to as
the landlord.

Premises – the rental unit and grounds.

Provisions – parts of the rental agreement or lease agreement.

Rental Agreement – a written or oral agreement to rent a specific
property for a certain time period and fee. Also called a lease.

Security Deposit – an amount of money paid by a tenant upon 
agreeing to rent a residence. This money can be used by the landlord
to cover damages to the apartment made during the rental period.
The money can also be used to cover any back rent you might owe. 

Sleeping Room – furnished bedroom with no cooking facilities. The
bathroom may be shared.

Studio/Efficiency Apartment – a large room that serves as a living
area by day and a bedroom at night. A compact kitchen is usually
included.

Sublease (Sublet) – to allow another person to move in and take
over the tenant’s part of the lease if the original tenant must move 
out before the end of the lease period. A tenant normally needs the
landlord’s permission to sublet.

Tenant – the person renting a residence from the landlord. Also
referred to as a lessee.
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