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The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was instrumental in helping get the Civil Rights Act of 1968

passed. The law passed one week after King was assassinated in April 1968.

elebrating the anvesary

TOP: Marchers
carry signs seek-
ing fair housing
during the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s March
for Open Housing
in Chicago during
the summer of
1966. LEFT: Al
Raby (left) and
the Rev. Jesse
Jackson (right)
walk in the July
’66 fair housing
march.

ol the Fair Housing Act

Also known as the Civil Rights Act of 1968,
law helped to prohibit housing discrimination

Al Raby and the Dr. Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. during the March for
Open Housing in July 1966.
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On April 11, 1968, President Lyndon
Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of
1968, which was meant as a follow-up to
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The 1968
act expanded on previous acts and prohib-
ited discrimination concerning the sale,
rental and financing of housing based on
race, religion, national origin, sex, (and
as amended) handicap and family status.
Title VIII of the act is also known as the
Fair Housing Act (of 1968).

The enactment of the federal Fair
Housing Act on April 11, 1968 came
only after a long and difficult journey.
From 1966-67, Congress regularly con-
sidered the fair housing bill, but failed
to garner a strong enough majority for
its passage. However, when the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassi-
nated on April 4, 1968, President Lyn-

don Johnson utilized this national trag-
edy to urge for the bill’s speedy Con-
gressional approval. Since the 1966
open housing marches in Chicago, Dr.
King’s name had been closely associ-
ated with the fair housing legislation.
President Johnson viewed the act as a
fitting memorial to the man’s life work,
and wished to have the act passed pri-
or to Dr. King’s funeral in Atlanta.
Another significant issue during this
time period was the growing casualty
list from Vietnam. The deaths in Viet-
nam fell heaviest upon young, poor Afri-
can-American and Hispanic infantry-
men. However, on the home front, these
men’s families could not purchase or
rent homes in certain residential devel-
opments on account of their race or
national origin. Specialized organiza-
tions like the NAACP, the GI Forum
and the National Committee Against
Discrimination In Housing lobbied hard

for the Senate to pass the Fair Housing
Act and remedy this inequity. Senators
Edward Brooke and Edward Kennedy
of Massachusetts argued deeply for the
passage of this legislation. In particular,
Senator Brooke, the first African-Amer-
ican ever to be elected to the Senate by
popular vote, spoke personally of his
return from World War II and inability
to provide a home of his choice for his
new family because of his race.

With the cities rioting after Dr.
King’s assassination, and destruction
mounting in every part of the United
States, the words of President Johnson
and Congressional leaders rang the bell
of reason for the House of Represen-
tatives, who subsequently passed the
Fair Housing Act. Without debate, the
Senate followed the House in its pas-
sage of the Act, which President John-
son then signed into law.

When April 1969 arrived, HUD could
not wait to celebrate the act’s first anni-
versary. In truly festive fashion, HUD
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